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corresponds to that of the southern half of South America. No
other continent, in fact, Europe alone excepted, has so small a
proportion of desert and consequently such a high average
fertility.

Over the greater part of this summer rainfall region the
annual precipitation amounts to at least 40 inches, and in a
broad strip across Brazil on either side of a line drawn from Rio
de Janeiro to Western Matto Grosso it rises to over 60 inches.
From the continental watershed, which lies roughly along the
line just mentioned, flow seven great rivers, one of which, the
Parana, is the third, if not the second river in the world in point
of volume. Only in the south-western part of this regiony in
the inland section of the Argentine Pampa and the Western
Chaco, does the rainfall sink to a figure that can be considered
insufficient for agriculture. There the dry season every year is
pronounced, and serious droughts occur when fluctuations in the
rainfall cause it to be appreciably below the average.

Along the east coast of South America from Bahia in the
north to beyond Bahia Blanca in the south, there is a zone which
is well watered on the whole and which gets some rain at all
seasons ; but the distribution of the rainfall by seasons varies from
north to south in this region. For the northern part the percent-
ages of the total annual rainfall in the different seasons have been
given as follows : Summer 37$, autumn 27^, winter i2|, spring
22J. Through Southern Brazil, Uruguay, and Buenos Aires Pro-
vince the rainfall is more or less equally distributed throughout
the year, with a tendency to a spring maximum, however, in
Southern Brazil and spring and autumn maxima on the Pampa.
' During the southern winter a broad dry zone extends from the
north-eastern angle diagonally, across the continent so as to link
up with the Peruvian-Chilean-Patagonian arid region. During
the southern summer, on the other hand, a very broad zone of
heavy rainfall reaches across the continent from the Upper
Amazon to the central part of the Brazilian coast.1 These two
intersecting zones are shown in Fig. 7. When autumn approaches,
this zone of heavy rainfall moves along a nearly parallel front
towards the north-east and at the same time becomes narrower.
By mid-autumn it lies across North-Eastern South America from
the mouth of the Amazon to the coast of Bahia. The position and

*The zones of seasonal rainfall in South America are remarkable
for their diagonal arrangement across the continent: from N.W. to S.E.

in the southern snmmer and from N.E. to S,W. in the southern winter.
In the former season there is a succession of seven zones from North-
Eastem Brazil to South-Western Chile, in the latter season there is a
less marked succession from Colombia to Eastern